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Civil Air Patrol locates missing aircraft 
 
(San Diego, CA) – February 27, 2004 –  After eleven exhaustive days, searchers located the 
crash site of a  missing aircraft with two persons on board. The missing aircraft, a single engine 
Piper Cherokee, was located approximately 4 miles east of Prim Nevada by the Nevada Wing of 
the Civil Air Patrol on Thursday, 26 February shortly after noon.  
 
The aircraft was almost totally consumed by fire, leaving only the tail section. There were no 
survivors.  
 
The aircraft departed North Las Vegas Airport Monday afternoon (16 Feb) and failed to arrive at 
its destination- Montgomery Field in San Diego. The plane was piloted by Lt. Russell Bates, a 
Marine helicopter pilot based at Marine Air Corps Station, Miramar in San Diego. His passenger 
was San Diego resident Casey Ferrone.  
 
Pivotal in the locating the crash site were a continuing series of new sophisticated color radar 
analysis photos from USAF Air Force Rescue Coordination Center (AFRCC), in Langely, 
Virginia. CAP search crews followed up on several possible “hits” with this last one leading to 
the tragic discovery down in a gully. 
 
The Nevada Wing CAP crew which made the find was headed up by Pilot In Command, Col. 
Matthew Wallace, a former Nevada Wing CAP Commander and currently CAP Pacific Region 
Homeland Security Officer. Upon spotting a burned area at the coordinates from AFRCC, the 
CAP crew circled and radioed in for a Las Vegas Metro Police helicopter to come in for closer 
inspection and identification. According to Wallace, as they circled the crash site it would 
become almost invisible with changes in the angle and amount of daylight hitting the area. 
 
 



The Civil Air Patrol, the Auxiliary of the United States Air Force, began the search on Tuesday, 
17 Feb. Hampering the search efforts was the weather. Low clouds and rain had forced the 
suspension of the search numerous times. Also making it difficult was the pilot did not file a 
flight plan and was not in contact with FAA communications for flight following.  
 
The search was conducted by the Nevada, California, Colorado and Arizona Wings of the CAP. 
The CAP was assisted by the Marine Corps, San Bernardino Sheriff’s Department and San 
Diego Sheriff’s Department.  A recap of resources showed California Wing used 53 aircraft , 
flying 75 sorties for a total of 258 flying hours. California also deployed five Ground Teams and 
utilized 305 personnel. 
 
The Nevada Wing utilized 39 aircraft, flying 48 Sorties for a total of 141.4 hours. Nevada Wing 
used 201 personnel. The Arizona Wing deployed 13 aircraft, flying 15 sorties for a total of  48.6 
flying hours. Arizona utilized 45 Personnel. The Colorado Wing assisted with 10 personnel.  
 
In all, 105 aircraft flew 138 Sorties for a total of 448 hours of flying time utilizing 561 personnel 
from the Civil Air Patrol.  
 
The Marine Corps flew 20 aircraft, 42 Sorties, 104 total hours and 275 personnel. 
 
 
Civil Air Patrol (CAP), the official Auxiliary of the United States Air Force, is a nonprofit 
organization of approximately 64,000 members nationwide with approximately 4,000 members 
in California.  It performs more than 95% of inland search and rescue missions in the continental 
United States as tasked by the Air Force Rescue Coordination Center. CAP volunteers also 
perform homeland security, disaster relief and counter-drug missions at the request of federal, 
state and local agencies. 
 
 
For additional information and follow-up, please contact Capt Brian Stover, Mission Information 
Officer, 818-523-9895, e-mail: bstover @ cawg.cap.gov  
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